Electron and electrospray ionization mass spectrometry in the characterization of some 1-allyl-3-phenylaziridines.
A series of cis- and trans-isomeric aziridines has been studied under electron impact (EI) and electrospray ionization (ESI) conditions. The fragmentation patterns of the examined compounds have been elucidated by means of sequential product ion fragmentation experiments (MS(n)) performed using an ion trap mass spectrometer. Particular attention has been paid to isomer characterization in these precursors of azetidinones, that in turn are precursors of new beta-lactam antibiotics.